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Lt Governor Sheila Simon visited Parkland July 14, 2011 and spoke briefly on efforts to increase college completion statewide. President Ramage (right) made
welcoming remarks followed by Jim Underwood (middle) Executive Director of the Capitol Development board who introduced Simon. In attentdance were Mayor
Don Gerard and several Parkland students, faculty, and staff.
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Worlds biggest
problem? Over population. Also Keyboarding to replace
cursive writing, is
it a good thing?

Parkland College’s 15-year
quest for additional campus
space should soon be over, now
that recently secured capital
funds from the state will help it
begin its final phase of campus
construction projects.
Illinois Lt. Gov. Sheila Simon
and school officials announced
the release of $24.6 million in
capital funds to Parkland, during a press conference held
Thursday, July 14 at the campus. Simon’s visit to Parkland
was part of her statewide tour
of community colleges that
started earlier this year.
“Students across the state
are motivated to attend college, so it’s our job to ensure
that once they are on our cam-
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JaMel Johnson

class: Freshman
hometown: charleston, Il
high school: charleston

rles glass is from Urbana high school and has the ability
ut points on the board in a hurry. his 3-point ability can
nd well beyond the arc, which will allow us to stretch the
nse. he has a unique speed to his game which allows
to get by defenders and make plays around the rim.

#

Jamel is a football player turned basketball player. This
plays into his physical ability in the paint. he knows how to
use his body and can knock down the open jumper. he is
most effective moving bodies in the paint and rebounding
the ball with two hands. he is athletic and can finish with
both hands around the rim.

class: Freshman
hometown: champaign, Il
high school: champaign centennial

shaquille, a.k.a. shaq, is a heady point guard who has the
ability to take over the game. he understands how to lead his
team. he can make open shots, and he can get to the basket
and finish plays. his quickness allows him to pressure when
guarding the ball and he is tough to guard in transition.

Tiger is probably the fastest guy on the team, and has
the ability to get from one end of the court to the other in
no time. he is strong and athletic, and when he is going
full speed, he is hard to guard. Just as dangerous is his
shooting range. an explosive take off and a quick release
make him hard to guard.
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For several years now, Parkland College has been undergoing construction and reno20 shaqUIlle lowery # 42 TIGer oneIl
vations, all of which are a part
of the project, titled the Master Plan. Last spring, when it
was time to create the designs
for the new student services
center, Parkland decided to
conduct a survey through an
independent food service consulting company. The online
assessment asked the school’s
community about what they
would like to see in the way
of dining venues and food
choices.
The survey was completed
by nearly 800 students and
more than 300 employees,
thereby informing the design
team of their preferences. Ultimately, students and employees were divided about their
top responses on the survey.
“We had a good response,”
said Linda Moore, Vice President of Student Services.
“We knew it was an important
issue. It was not particularly
surprising, but there were significant differences in food
preferences between faculty
and students.”
One of those differences
was apparent when the survey

class: Freshman
hometown: east Moline, Il
high school: United Township

Coverage - Page 9

the National Center for Higher
Education Management Systems (NCHEMS) and Paulien
& Assoc, Inc. The assessment
had indicated a 111% deficit
of student service and lounge
space, a 19% deficit of food
facilities space and a 46% deficit of administrative services
space.
This second part of the twophase Plan includes construction of a 96,000 sq. ft. facility
to house all student service
functions, including additional
student lounge and food service space. Construction on
the Student Services Center
should begin in late fall and is
expected to be completed in
fall 2013 or spring 2014. Phase
II funds are also being used to
construct a new Fitness Center adjacent to the Donald C.

Dodds Jr. Athletic Center. The
state-of-the-art facility will
contain
kinesiology/dance/
aerobics class space; athletic training/strength training/workout areas; an indoor
walking track; new locker
rooms and team rooms; and
coaches’ offices. The project
also includes renovation of the
lower level of the athletic center. Groundbreaking on the
Fitness Center occurred in
early June, with construction
to be completed by fall 2012.
More information on Parkland’s Campus Master Plan
is available at www.parkland.
edu/construction-update/constructionupdates.aspx.
“These projects at Parkland
will employ hundreds of construction workers and provide
enhanced educational oppor-

Survey results to influence
center construction designs

Kelley Heaney
Staff Writer

Profiling returning players and
new recruits.

puses, they receive the best
education possible,” Lt. Gov.
Simon said. “With this money,
we are excited to create construction jobs and invigorate
the economy today, so students can access the education they need for the jobs of
the future.”
Parkland College President Thomas Ramage said the
state portion of funds needed
to complete the college’s Campus Master Plan has now been
fully secured. “I am extraordinarily pleased to have the last
remaining hurdle behind us
and begin planning of the final
phase,” he said. “Our students
will benefit from enhanced and
expanded classroom and lab
facilities.” The Plan was based
on a 1996 assessment of campus space needs conducted by
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Illustration by Burke Stanion/Prospectus News
asked about lunch entrée preferences. From a list consisting
of grill items, salad, hot entrée,
pizza and pasta, 20 percent of
students ranked grill items
as their number one entrée
choice, while 25 percent of
employees favored more salad
choices.
Another disparity arose
when participants were given

a choice of menu items, such
as deli sandwiches, salad bar,
pizza/pasta, stir fry/Chinese
or Mexican. 21 percent of students said they would most frequently select deli sandwiches
(hot or cold) while 35 percent
of employees would select a
salad bar for their number one
choice.
Other dining related issues,

such as an attractive environment, quick service, healthy
food, low cost, and food quality, were ranked on the survey
for order of importance when
choosing a meal. 24 percent
of students said low cost was
their main concern while 26
percent of employees said food
See SURVEY on P. 7

tunities for students once
they are complete,” said Jim
Underwood, executive director of the Capital Development
Board (CDB), which administers all non-road state-funded
construction projects. “We are
thrilled to join Lt. Governor
Simon and President Ramage
in bringing this good news.”
As Gov. Pat Quinn’s point
person on education, Simon
has been visiting Illinois’ 48
community colleges since
February to find out what colleges are doing and how the
state can help them recruit
and retain more students. The
state hopes to bring the number of working-age adults with
college degrees/certificates up
to 60 percent (from 41 percent)
by 2025.

Marriage
license

Applications now
accepted online
Champaign County Clerk
Gordy Hulten has announced
that marriage license applications can now be submitted
online via www.champaigncountyclerk.com. “I am always
looking for ways to use technology to increase efficiency and
better serve our customers.
Online marriage license applications will be more convenient for some customers and
allow us to process the applications more quickly and more
accurately.” Beginning immediately, a bride and groom can
submit the application online
at their convenience. Within
14 days, in order to complete
the application, both parties
must visit the County Clerk’s
office, present identification,
review and sign the application and affidavit and pay the
$20 cash-only application fee
for the license to be issued.
Licenses require a one-day
waiting period, and are then
valid for 60 days for ceremonies performed in Champaign
County only. Additional questions may be directed to the
Clerk’s office at 217.384.3720
or by visiting www.champaigncountyclerk.com. Online
applications are also available
for civil union licenses and the
process is similar.
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Coming this fall: big tuition hikes
John Gramlich
Stateline.org

Illustration by The News and
Observer (Raleigh, N.C.) 2008

WASHINGTON - For a telling example of the money troubles facing public colleges and
universities, consider Pennsylvania. On June 30, Republican Gov. Tom Corbett signed a
state budget that slashes funding for higher education by 19
percent, and school officials
smiled with relief.
For universities, it could
have been much worse. In
March, Corbett introduced a
budget proposal that called for
a 50 percent cut to higher education. But improving state
revenues and a public backlash against the proposal led
lawmakers to pare back the
governor’s plan. In the end,
Pennsylvania’s 14 state-owned
universities walked away with
a painful but manageable
cut that will result in tuition
increases of 7.5 percent this
fall.
Students elsewhere will not
be so fortunate. Double-digit
tuition increases await public university students in Louisiana, Tennessee and Nevada,
all as a result of reduced state
funds. In New Hampshire, lawmakers followed through on
what Pennsylvania only talked
about doing: cutting higher
education funding in half. A 48
percent funding reduction has
the University System of New
Hampshire warning that it will
face its most challenging academic year ever, and students
and parents will feel the pain
in the form of tuition hikes of
up to 9.7 percent.
New Hampshire’s cut came
as a “major and unanticipated shock,” says Matt Cookson, a spokesman for the university system, “especially in
light of the traditionally low
level of financial commitment
to higher education” that the

state has shown in the past.
At least half the states cut
funding for higher education
in their recently concluded
legislative sessions, according to the National Conference
of State Legislatures. In most
cases, higher tuition will be the
inevitable result.
Some of the most dramatic
increases will come in the biggest states. The 240,000 undergraduates in the Florida public university system will see
15 percent tuition hikes for the
third consecutive year. In California, where 530,000 undergraduate students attend public universities, tuition hikes
of up to 12 percent are coming
after state funding reductions
of more than 20 percent. This
follows a 32 percent tuition
hike at the University of California system just two years
ago, which produced such discord that administrators had
to be escorted onto campus by
security personnel.
But the year’s most dramatic
example of collegiate sticker
shock will likely come in Washington state. There, the budget
that lawmakers approved this
year imposes a 24 percent cut
in state funding. Tuition will go
up 20 percent as a result.
Lawmakers do not like cutting money for higher education. Voters depend on it
and the private sector wants
an educated workforce. But
higher education is a target
because it is one of the few discretionary program areas left
for state lawmakers to cut.
After K-12 schools and health
care, higher education is the
largest item in state budgets.
It is usually easier to cut than
the others because funding
is not enshrined in state constitutions or complicated by
matching federal grants, as is
the case for public schools and
Medicaid, respectively. Deep

Parkland a possibility for
closed aviation program

Photo by Thomas E. Franklin/The Record/MCT
Jodi S. Cohen
Chicago Tribune
University of Illinois officials have decided to shut
down its Institute of Aviation
after 50 year by a vote of 6-2
from university trustees last
week.
The program, at the university’s Urbana-Champaign campus, has fewer students than
any other program on campus. It came under review last
year as the university looked
at ways to cut costs. Some had
argued to keep the unique program, and the Faculty Senate
voted 57-54 this year against
cutting it.

The proposal before trustees says the institute should
be closed and its undergraduate programs discontinued “because of its high
cost, declining enrollments,
adverse impact on the campus
academic profile, and the relative weakness of the Institute’s
connection to the central mission of the campus.
The program trains and certified pilots and offers degrees
in aviation human factors, a
psychology-based discipline
that focuses on improving
flight safety. That bachelor’s
program would be eliminated,
but the university is looking at
ways to make flight training

available to students, possibly
through Parkland College.
The institute wouldn’t close
until current students can
complete their studies, likely
at the end of the 2013-2014
school year.
After a decade of enrollment declines, only 34 freshmen started the program last
fall. Students in the program
consistently have among the
lowest ACT scores and high
school class ranks on campus,
officials said.
Officials have estimated that
closing the program would
save at least $500,000 a year.
___
(c) 2011, Chicago Tribune.

For-profit vs. nonprofit

Students at for-profit colleges pay higher tuition and incur more debt but graduate at a lower rate than their
counterparts at public and private colleges.
Average tuition and fees at
two-year colleges, 2009-10

Median debt of bachelor’s
degree recipients, 2007-08

Public colleges

$31,190

Graduation rates at four-year
colleges, 2008
Public colleges

55%

$2,970
Private colleges

$10,266
For-profit colleges

$14,280
Sources: The Education Trust
Graphic: Walter Hamilton, Los Angeles Times

cuts to corrections, another
major category of state spending, can carry public safety
implications that lawmakers
often want to avoid.
Higher education, notes Patrick Callan, president of the
National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education, is
a common target for another
reason. Because a university
can raise tuition, “it has a revenue source of its own. You
can’t charge people on public assistance and you can’t
charge people in prison.”
The added political benefit,
he says, is that students and
the public often don’t connect
tuition increases with what
happens in state legislatures.
Instead, they fault the universities themselves.
“State legislatures and governors,” Callan says, “can do
this in a way that doesn’t leave
their fingerprints on it.”
Big tuition increases at public universities are nothing
new. According to The College Board, in-state tuition
has risen at 5.9 percent above
the rate of inflation over the
last decade, and that trend
has grown more pronounced
during the last few years of
economic stagnation. In the
2010-2011 academic year, the

100%

Private colleges

$17,040

65%

$7,960

For-profit colleges

22%
Public

Private

For-profit

average tuition at public, fouryear schools increased by 7.9
percent.
While state support for
higher education has been
declining during the recession and its aftermath, enrollment continues to rise. More
people - many of them unemployed - are attending public
universities, which are usually far cheaper than their private counterparts. Yet another
strain is the expiration this
month of about $23 billion in
federal stimulus funds for
higher education. The combination of pressures has left
many universities with few
alternatives but to raise tuition
substantially.
Some states are trying to
blunt the effects of tuition
sticker-shock. New York’s
recently
passed
budget
includes a significant cut to
higher education, but it has
also resulted in a five-year plan
in which the State University
of New York will raise tuition
by a steady 5.5 percent each
year.
While students and parents
are unlikely to celebrate a consistent hike in tuition, predictable funding is important for
university
administrators,
and Wall Street likes it, too.

© 2011 MCT

An analysis by Moody’s Investors Service this month hailed
the move as “game-changing”
legislation that will “free the
state’s public universities from
a history of erratic tuition setting and political control.”
In Michigan, Republican
Gov. Rick Snyder has taken a
tougher approach, signing a
budget that cuts higher education by 15 percent and threatens bigger cuts if universities
raise tuition by more than 7.1
percent. In effect, Michigan
is ordering universities to find
savings without calling on students and parents for extra
revenue, forcing schools to
tighten their belts even more
than they have.
In Missouri, Democratic
Gov. Jay Nixon used a similar tactic, cutting funds
for some universities more
than expected because they
exceeded the 5 percent cap
on tuition increases that he
wanted.
Lawmakers elsewhere are
cutting back on scholarships
and grant programs they created during good times, hoping
to avoid more generalized cuts
that would affect the entire
student population.
--(c) 2011, Stateline.org.

Langendorf wins state award
Parkland Marketing and
Public Relations
Parkland College Adult Education instructor Sheri Langendorf recently won the 2011
Outstanding Part-time Faculty
Member Award from the Illinois Community College Trustees Association.
The ICCTA honors college
educators across the state
each year, and the Outstanding
Faculty Member Award recognizes the high achievement of
the state’s full-time and, more
recently, part-time community
college instructors. Langendorf was one of three part-time
faculty members selected in
June to receive the prestigious
annual award among a list of
statewide nominees.
Having taught a variety
of adult education classes
for more than 50 semesters
including GED, pre-GED, and
family literacy, Langendorf
has taught English as a Second
Language exclusively for the
last 10 years. Her teaching philosophy recognizes that adult
ESL students must become
acclimated, not only to a new

language, but to a new environment and different culture as
well, so each day in her classroom “is a new day, designed
so that each student can learn
one new skill in a comfortable
and accepting environment
and can feel closer to achieving his or her long-range goals.
“As students become acclimated, I also strive to be
a community resource for
them,” Langendorf, a resident
of Urbana, said. “I try to instill
confidence in each student’s
ability to learn.”
Outside of the classroom,
Langendorf has served as the
Family Literacy Coordinator for her department; with
the help of a state Leadership
Grant she sought and received,
she developed Health Literacy curriculum materials that
were distributed to all adult
education programs in Illinois.
She has worked extensively
with the Project Read program
and received a Reading is Fundamental Grant to distribute
books to children and provide
family literacy activities to
communities in Parkland’s district; the RIF Program distrib-

uted more than 30,000 books to
area youth. In addition, Langendorf serves as planning
committee co-chair for Parkland’s local Read Across America Community Celebration,
which has distributed more
than 10,000 new books to children in District 505. Her work
has garnered multiple statewide awards.
According to Tawanna Nickens, Parkland Adult Education director, “Sheri is dedicated to teaching literacy as
a tool that improves the lives
of her students and their families. I have seen firsthand
her diligence in ensuring that
each class session provides a
stimulating learning environment where students are fully
engaged and eager to embrace
the unknown.”
A former student also
attests that Langendorf’s commitment to her students is “not
just about teaching English,
but enabling her students to
build confidence for a smooth
integration into the community.”

Come live at Newman,
at the center of it all!

 Great location, one block from the Main Quad
 Excellent Dining Hall, open to the public
 Private Single rooms available
Apply online at: www.newmanhall.org or contact us at 217.344.1266
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Chuck Shepherd’s
Hundreds wed as N.Y. becomes sixth
state to recognize same-sex marriage News of the Weird
Tina Susman
Los Angeles Times
There were the usual wedding-day jitters, tears and hiccups. One groom’s leg twitched
nervously. Rings had to be
squeezed onto fingers swollen to sausage-like proportions
from the heat and humidity. A
name or two got jumbled, and
witnesses were coralled at the
last minute to validate some of
the ceremonies.
There were even a few
objectors, but none loud
enough to be heard by hundreds of gay and lesbian couples Sunday as they married
in chapels and courtrooms,
beneath chuppahs and shade
trees, even alongside Niagara
Falls as New York became the
sixth state to recognize samesex weddings.
From the satin gowns and
tailored tuxedoes to the jangled nerves and champagne
toasts, those marrying and
those officiating said the ceremonies showed that gay, lesbian, transgender and bisexual
love is no different from anyone else’s. But nobody could
deny that these vows signified
more than just weddings. They
were the beginning of what
gay rights advocates hope is
a renewed push for marriage
equality in other states now
that New York has become
the most populous to legalize
same-sex marriage.
“It was a privilege to be part
of this achievement in civil
rights,” said the New York
city clerk, Michael McSweeney, who presided over the
city’s first same-sex wedding,
between 76-year-old Phyllis
Siegel and 85-year-old Connie
Kopelov.
The white-haired couple
arrived in blue button-down
shirts and trousers, Kopelov
in her wheelchair and Siegel
at her side. To take her vows,
Kopelov stood up and leaned
on a walker. Siegel stood beside
her, her right hand covering
Kopelov’s left, which clutched
the walker. After McSweeney
declared them married, he and
their witnesses erupted in loud
applause. Siegel wiped away
tears.
Minutes later, the couple
exited the clerk’s office onto
the street, where Kopelov triumphantly displayed their certificate of marriage. Asked how
long they had been together,
Siegel replied, “Twenty-three
years, and we’re looking for 23
more.”
Hundreds of other couples
stood three deep in a line that
stretched down a city block,
waiting their turn inside the
marble-floored lobby of the
clerk’s office in Manhattan.
Altogether, the city issued 659
marriage licenses Sunday in
all five boroughs, officials said.
Those waiting their turn
in Manhattan included Dave
Lewis, who grew up in Long
Beach, Calif., and Adam

Carolyn Cole/Los Angeles Times/MCT

Luz Heurtelou, left-facing, gets a hug from a friend, while her new wife Nastassia Heurtelou, back
right, hugs a relative at the Brooklyn Municipal Building on Sunday, July 24, 2011, in New York,
New York. Hundreds of gay and lesbian couples began tying the knot in New York as the law
making it the sixth state to recognize same-sex marriages took effect.
McKew, originally from West
Covina, Calif. They dressed
in traditional kilts and Prince
Charlie jackets, with erminefur bags on their hips, to pay
tribute to their shared Scottish
heritage.
Sunday was their seventh
anniversary as a couple. “So
we’re very excited,” Lewis
said. The men had hoped to be
legally wed in New York two
years ago, when the state Senate debated a same-sex marriage bill. It failed then but
passed the Senate June 24 by a
slim margin, prompting opponents of same-sex marriage to
vow to target lawmakers who
approved it. Scattered protests Sunday drew hundreds
or handfuls.
The Rev. Anthony Evans of
the Washington, D.C.-based
National Black Church Initiative, a coalition of black and
Latino churches that opposes
same-sex marriage, warned
that New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo would face problems
when he and his fellow Democratic legislators seek re-election. “You’re going to need the
black church,” Evans said at
a Manhattan protest. When
Cuomo “went against God ...
we have a moral right to go
against him.”
The protests did not disrupt any weddings, nor did
they faze couples such as
Daniel Hernandez and Nevin
Cohen, who exchanged rings
in 2001 on a beach in California, Hernandez’s home state.
He moved to New York to live
with Cohen, and on Sunday,
the pair wore yellow orchids
tucked into their matching
navy sports coats as they tied
the knot.
“Love just transcends hate,”
said Hernandez, his voice
breaking, as a small group of
protesters yelled from a dis-

tant corner.
Maggie Gallagher of the
National Organization for Marriage, which called protests in
Manhattan, Buffalo, Syracuse
and the state capital, Albany,
said the group wanted a referendum. “We want to let the
people of New York decide the
future of marriage,” she said.
But there was no indication
that New York would follow
the path of California, where
voters in November 2008
ended gay marriage after the
state Supreme Court had legalized it. Passage of Proposition
8 ended six months of samesex weddings but did not invalidate the 18,000 marriages that
took place in California from
May 2008 until the election.
A federal judge has declared
Proposition 8 unconstitutional;
that decision is under appeal.
New York voters are overwhelmingly Democratic, and
they elected Cuomo last year
after he made same-sex marriage a centerpiece of his campaign. The state is home to
about 65,000 same-sex couples, according to the Williams
Institute of the University of
California-Los Angeles, which
studies gender-based law and
social policy. Its estimate is
based on 2010 U.S. census figures.
For the couples in New York
City, the celebration carried
special significance in light
of President Barack Obama’s
decisions last week on two key
gay-rights demands. On Tuesday, he endorsed a bill sponsored by Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., that would
repeal the 15-year-old Defense
of Marriage Act, which defines
marriage as between a man
and a woman and denies federal benefits and protections to
gay couples who wed in states
that recognize their unions.

And on Friday, Obama certified Congress’ repeal of the
ban on gays serving openly in
the military.
Despite all the celebrations
Sunday, advocates of gay marriage said overturning the
Defense of Marriage Act is
crucial. As long as it remains
in effect, even couples married in states that recognize
same-sex marriage are denied
things such as Social Security
benefits when their spouses
die. Other places recognizing
same-sex weddings include
Massachusetts, Iowa, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut and Washington, D.C.
“Right now, I’m just thinking about this moment. That
will be the next step,” Elizabeth Rosario said of the battle
for federal recognition, after
she married Tina Marie Torregrossa in Brooklyn. The couple’s 16-year-old son, Roberto,
carried the rings, which
proved more difficult than
anticipated to slip on each other’s fingers.
“I just want you to know
that this has happened to
every couple so far - swollen
fingers,” the pastor said goodnaturedly, blaming a lingering
heat wave as the couple, clad
in white shirts and white pants,
forced on their rings.
Later, Rosario said the couple initially had planned to
have a ceremony with family and friends, but that would
have taken time to arrange.
“My gut just told me it was
time,” said Rosario, after she
and Torregrossa posed for pictures beneath a rainbow-colored arch at the Brooklyn borough hall. “We decided we
wanted to be part of history.”
--(c) 2011, Los Angeles Times.

Questionable applications to
Homeland Security for student visas

Any school seeking to enroll foreign students must apply for certification to the Student
and Exchange Visitor Program, managed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security,
using this application form:

What is needed
for approval

Schools that claim credits are
transferable did not provide proof

Schools must meet one
of two criteria

In their applications, two universities, Herguan
and International Technological, stated that they
confer recognized degrees and their credits are
accepted unconditionally

1. Accreditation, proving it
offers recognized degrees
2. If not accredited,
submitting evidence that its
credits are accepted by at
least three accredited
universities

But neither school gave proof to the San Jose
Mercury News that their credits were
transferable to accredited
schools

Both schools stated on their applications that their
credits transfer to accredited schools
Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Graphic: San Jose Mercury News
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Lead Story
Businesses typically resist
government regulation, but
in March Florida’s interior
designers begged the state
House of Representatives to
continue controlling them,
with a theatrically ham-handed
lobbying campaign challenging a deregulation bill. Designers righteously insisted that
only “licensed professionals”
(with a minimum six years of
college and experience) could
prevent the nausea Floridians
would suffer from inappropriate color schemes (affecting the “autonomic nervous
system” and salivary glands).
Also, poorly designed prison
interiors could be turned into
weapons by inmates. Furthermore, deregulation would contribute to “88,000 deaths” a
year from flammable materials that would suddenly inundate the market in the absence
of licensing. Said one designer,
addressing House committee members, “You (here in
this chamber) don’t even have
correct seating.” (If deregulation is successful, competition
will increase, and lower fees
are expected.) [St. Petersburg
Times, 3-31-2011]
Cultural Diversity
The port town of Kumai, Borneo, consists of low-rise shops
and houses serving a population of 20,000 but also many
tall, windowless box buildings perforated with small
holes. The structures are actually birdhouses, for the town’s
chief industry is harvesting the
nests of the hummingbird-like
swiftlet, constructed of its own
saliva, which, properly processed, yields a sweet-tasting
paste with alleged medicinal
qualities and highly revered
throughout Asia, according to
a January BBC News report.
[BBC News, 1-26-2011]
In January, while the Texas
Legislature debated budget
cuts that would almost certainly cost Allen High School
(just north of Dallas) at least
$18 million and require layoffs
of teachers and other school
personnel, construction was
continuing on the school’s new
$60 million football stadium.
Noted a New York Times
report on the stadium (which
63 percent of voters approved
in a 2009 bond referendum),
“(O)nly football supersedes
faith and family (among Texans).” [New York Times, 1-302011]
Questionable Judgments
For Career Day in April
at Shady Grove Elementary
School in Henrico, Va., kids
heard a local plastic surgeon
describe his specialty, but
not until afterward did parents learn that the surgeon
had brought along as props
saline breast implants (which
he passed around for the kids
to handle). Many parents were
outraged, and even one calmer
parent commented, “Career
Day sure isn’t what it once
was.” [WWBT-TV (Richmond),
4-5-2011]
The End Is Near, But How
Near? In March in Owensboro, Ky., James Birkhead, 52,
was sentenced to 5 1/2 months
in jail for making survivalist
bombs to protect his family
after he became alarmed by
the movie “2012,” which portrays the chaos expected next
year when the world ends (as
supposedly foretold by the
Mayan calendar). [Louisville
Courier-Journal, 3-15-2011]
By contrast, Edwin Ramos
of Vineland, N.J., is busy traveling the East Coast in his RV
trying to warn people that the
end will not be in 2012 but actually this month -- May 21, 2011.
(The discrepancy would not
exist if there had been a biblical year “0” after B.C. and
before A.D.) Ramos’ father
apparently does not share his
son’s view because he accepted
ownership of Ramos’ successful construction business as
Ramos concluded that it had
no future. [The News of Cumberland County, 3-25-2011]
Least Competent Criminals
A man stole Waltham, Mass.,
student Mark Bao’s notebook

computer in March, but Bao
used his automatic onlinebackup service to access the
hard drive while the thief was
using it, to discover a performance video of a man (presumably the thief) dancing (lamely,
thought Bao) to a pop song.
Bao uploaded the video to YouTube -- where 700,000 viewers showed it the proper disrespect -- and also tracked down
the thief’s e-mail address and
informed him of his new Internet “stardom.” Shortly afterward, the still-unidentified
thief turned in the notebook to
Bentley University police with
an apology to “Mark,” begging
him to take down the video.
[CBS News, 3-24-2011]
Recurring Themes
Apple’s iPad 2 is in short supply worldwide, and so, coincidentally, are paper models of
the device demanded by those
of Chinese heritage at the Qingming Festival in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Confucian tradition promises good fortune to
the dead if their relatives burn
impressive-enough offerings
at graveside during the festival (as News of the Weird mentioned in 2006). Though local
vendors offer paper models of
first-generation iPads to burn,
and paper Samsung Galaxy
Tabs, some families fear that
misfortune will ensue if they
fail to burn the most advanced
version of the iPad. (Low-tech
families burn paper copies
of money or paper shirts or
shoes.) [Reuters, 4-4-2011]
Names in the News
Arrested in Aurora, Colo.,
in January and charged with
stalking his wife: Joseph
Moron. Appointed to a senior
executive position in January in the global communications firm Alcatel-Lucent:
George Nazi. Arrested for
dealing marijuana in March
in Fairfax County, Va.: Kevin
Lee Cokayne. Appointed as
interim chief medical officer
of Newhall Memorial Hospital in Santa Clarita, Calif.,
in March: Dr. Richard Frankenstein. Arrested for DUI
in April by a California Highway Patrolman (“CHiP”): Eric
Estrada (not the actor). Posthumously rejected as the
namesake for the new government office center in Fort
Wayne, Ind., in March: former Fort Wayne Mayor Harry
Baals (pronounced “bales” by
his descendants but always
“balls” by Mr. Baals, himself).
[KUSA-TV (Denver), 1-202011] [The Register (London),
1-10-2011] [Washington Post,
3-25-2011] [Santa Clarita Valley Signal, 3-13-2011] [North
County Times (Escondido,
Calif.), 4-8-2011] [New York
Daily News-AP, 3-14-2011]
A News of the Weird Classic
(December 1994)
Among the Republicans
swept into office in November (1994, a banner year for
the GOP) was Steve Mansfield,
elected to Texas’ highest criminal-appeals court. Among
Mansfield’s campaign lies or
exaggerations (freely admitted in a post-election interview
in the publication Texas Lawyer) were his claims of vast
criminal-court experience (he
is an insurance and tax lawyer), that he was born in Texas
(actually, Massachusetts), that
he dated a woman “who died”
(she is still alive), and that he
had “appeared” in courts in
Illinois (never) and Florida
(advised a friend, but not as
a lawyer). During the interview, Mansfield said that he
lived in Houston as a kid, but
when the reporter asked him if
that was a lie, Mansfield reluctantly admitted it was. Mansfield said he planned to stop
“exaggerate(ing)” now that
he is one of the highest-ranking judges in Texas. (Update:
He served one six-year term.)
[Texas Lawyer, 11-21-94; Houston Press, 11-17-94]
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The world’s biggest problem? Too many people
Mary Ellen Harte and
Anne Ehrlich
Los Angeles Times
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Think back on what you
talked about with friends and
family at your last gathering.
The latest game of your favorite team? “American Idol”?
An addictive hobby? The new
movie blockbuster? In a serious moment, maybe job prospects, Afghanistan, the economic mess? We live in an
information-drenched
environment, one in which sports
and favorite programs are just
a click away. And the ease with
which we can do this allows us
to focus on mostly comforting
subjects that divert our attention from increasingly real,
long-term problems.
Notice that we didn’t mention climate change above, or
the exploding population/consumption levels that are triggering it - the two major factors threatening humanity’s
future. Sure, if you’re not too
far from the Western wildfires
or Midwestern floodplains,
the conversation might have
turned to the crazy weather
that is finally forcing some
media to actually talk about
climate change in the context
of daily events.
But population? Get out.
Way too inconvenient a truth.
Take National Public Radio,
for example. Of NPR’s sparse
record of population pieces,
just one or two actually
address unsustainable population growth. But as the political right whittles away at family planning clinics across the
nation, the latest NPR series,
“The Baby Project,” devotes
a plethora of articles to pregnancy, with the most serious
subjects the problems some
women have conceiving and
birthing. If there is even a hint
of too many babies, it is well

hidden. This, even though a
2009 NPR story on U.S. pregnancies reported that half yes, half - of all U.S. pregnancies are unintended. That’s a
lot of unintended consumers
adding to our future climate
change.
And that’s what the right
calls the “liberal” side of the
mass media. The politically
conservative U.S. mass media
cover unsustainable population levels even less.
That pretty much reflects
the appalling state of U.S. public education today on population. The U.S. approach to
population issues across all
levels of government, in terms
of such things as education,
attacks on family planning and
tax deductions for children, is
an exercise in thoughtlessness. The ramifications, however, are far more insidious
and brutal. Women are culturally conditioned daily to welcome the idea of having children - plural, not one or none.
How to support those children economically is not discussed. Indeed, our abysmal
lack of adolescent sex educational programs ensures there
will be plenty of young women
who secure their destinies, and
those of their babies, to brutal
poverty and shortened lives
through unwanted pregnancies and lack of choice. The
latest available statistics from
the National Poverty Center at
the University of Michigan tell
the story: 1 in 5 American children lived in poverty in 2008;
1 in 3 if they were black or
Latino.
Sure, there’s much talk and
concern that birthrates are
down and will result in not
enough workers to support the
elderly. But this argument is
overblown; after all, a 70-yearold can be more economically
productive than a 7-year-old.
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And a large, pre-working population inflicts costs on a society. Furthermore, the birthrates in developing nations
remain high, and the consequences affect us all.
Globally, the effects of overpopulation play a part in practically every daily report of
mass human calamity, but the
word “population” is rarely
mentioned. Wildfires threaten
ever more people because
expanding populations are
moving nearer and into forests. Floods inundate more
homes as populations expand
into floodplains. Such extreme
events are stoked by climate
change, fueled by increasing carbon emissions from an
expanding global population.
Overpopulation is also fueling desertification and further deforestation around
the world. We can dream of

drastically decreasing overconsumption by the wealthy,
but even realistic potential
decreases are voided by sheer
human numbers in all countries, rich and poor. Our unsustainable population levels are
depleting resources and denying a decent future to our
descendants.
What to do? Stop the denial.
Perpetual growth is the creed
of a cancer cell, not a sustainable human society.
Promote and support family
planning education at the family and community levels as a
cheap way to reduce poverty
and severe climate change.
Support organizations that are
trying to get contraceptives
to the 200 million women in
the world who lack and want
them, and help them obtain
equal rights, education and
job opportunities. Access to

contraceptives and reproductive freedom are rights, not
luxuries, that ultimately benefit all of humanity. Vote for
leaders who vigorously promote those humane solutions.
And demand that media start
educating the public every
day on the role played by the
unsustainable human numbers
behind environmental degradation and human calamities
- and start covering the solutions. The public needs a constant message: “It’s time to
stop growing and become sustainable.”
We can do many things to
solve environmental, economic and social problems,
but each is a lost cause if we
cannot bring our populations
down to sustainable levels.
--(c) 2011, Los Angeles Times.
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Not vaccinated? Not acceptable
What does society do when
one person’s behavior puts the
greater community at risk?
We make them stop. We pass
laws, or impose economic
rules or find some other way to
discourage individual behaviors that threaten the greater
common good. You don’t get
to drive drunk. You don’t get
to smoke in public places. You
don’t even get to leave your
house if you catch some particularly infectious disease.
Then what should we do
about people who decline vaccination for themselves or
their children and put the public at risk by fueling the resurgence of nearly eradicated
diseases? Isn’t this the same
thing: one person’s perception of risk producing behaviors that put others at risk?
Of course it is. Isn’t it time for
society to say we need to regulate the risk created by the
fear of vaccines? Yes, it is.
The evidence is overwhelming that declining vaccination
rates are contributing to outbreaks of disease. Take just
one example, measles. The
World Health Organization
reports outbreaks in countries
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Keyboards not the right
replacement for cursive
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where vaccination rates have
gone down, including France
(7,000 cases so far this year,
more than in all of 2010), Belgium, Germany, Romania, Serbia, Spain, Macedonia and Turkey. There have already been
334 measles cases in England
and Wales this year, compared
with 33 all of last year. The U.S.
has seen 118 cases as of mid-

May, compared with 56 cases
a year from 2001 to 2008.
Small numbers, you say?
True, but consider their cost
(beyond the suffering of the
patients), as illustrated in this
case published this year by
the Oxford Journals. When
a woman from Switzerland
See SHOTS on P. 7

When to get your shots

Recommended adult immunization schedule by vaccine and age group:
Everyone

Vaccine

Age

Diphtheria, tetanus,
pertussis
HPV

Recommended if risk factor present

19-49

50-64

65 and older

1 dose of tetanus, then
1 booster every 10 years

Booster
every 10 years

3 doses for women

Chicken pox
(varicella)

2 doses
1 dose

Shingles (zoster)
Measles, mumps,
rubella (MMR)

1 dose

1 or 2 doses

Influenza
Pneumonia

1 dose each year
1 to 2 doses

Hepatitis A

2 doses

Hepatitis B

3 doses

Meningitis

1 or more doses

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Graphic: Judy Treible

1 dose

© 2010 MCT

I didn’t yet know what a font
was but I do recall that learning how to write in cursive was
a big deal, the sort of thing you
anxiously anticipated.
I can still picture how each
letter was posted in cursive
above the blackboard in classrooms, and I remember all the
time we spent trying to mimic
those letters with our No. 2
pencils on white-lined paper.
It was a milestone lesson, akin
to learning to tie your shoes or
to read.
So I was disappointed to
learn this week that Indiana’s
Department of Education has
dropped cursive as a required
lesson for young students.
Instead, the emphasis will
be shifted to developing keyboard skills as a means of preparing children for the everpresent digital age.
In fact, the Hoosier State’s
directive dovetails with a
national movement called
the Common Core State Standards Initiative, a proposed
shared curriculum - which
includes the cursive-for-keyboards shift - already adopted
by more than 40 states, including Indiana, Pennsylvania, and
New Jersey.
I had typing lessons too,
even before computers were
common enough that we could
build our entire lives around
them: one year of introductory
typing at junior high school
and another at high school.
After the onset of the Internet,
those lessons proved invaluable.
But what’s preventing us
from continuing to teach both?
After all, without cursive,
how will students know how to
sign their names (less distinctive signatures could mean
more cases of fraud or identify
theft) and recognize the signatures of others.
How will they compose a
proper thank-you note? Or
read the Declaration of Inde-

Illustration by The Akron Beacon Journal/MCT
pendence?
Janie Cravens, a retired public school educator and past
president of the International
Association of Master Penmen, Engrossers and Teachers of Handwriting, called
the shift away from cursive a
“huge mistake.”
She also made an interesting point about the practicality of pushing kids toward
electronic
communication.
Not every child, she reminded
me, has easy access to computers, laptops, or iPads. And for
those students, cursive is still
an efficient and understandable way to communicate or
take notes.
“This is not in touch with
reality,” she told me. “Pens
and pencils are still the most
affordable and most practical way for people of all demographics to communicate.”
Of course, adult applicability should not be the only standard. With regard to younger
students, there’s also a growing body of research that identifies the cognitive advantages
of handwriting over keystrokes. Researchers at the
University of Washington, for
instance, conducted a study
that found middle-school students who physically wrote

their papers did so more productively and skillfully than
those who typed them.
As those students get older,
there should be certain core
subjects that define a quality
education. Cursive writing is
one of them. Civics is another.
So is comparative religion.
But at its heart, I suspect
that the demotion of cursive
in favor of keyboards rubs so
many the wrong way because
it represents yet another triumph of one-size-fits-all technology over the individual.
For those of us who sought to
perfect the Palmer method,
our cursive became a reflection of our personality. It was
immediately recognizable as
ours - and distinct from anybody else’s.
But now we’re on the verge
of trading John Hancock
for Helvetica or Edwardian
Script. Or worse, Times New
Roman.
Not that I’m sorry the world
has a growing number of font
options. I just hope tomorrow’s
students learn how to create
their own as well.
--(c) 2011, The Philadelphia
Inquirer.
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Alternatives to selling textbooks
Alisha Kirkley
Staff Writer
After the start of a semester,
most students have spent hundreds of dollars on textbooks,
whether they were purchased
from the Parkland Bookstore
or online. After classes end,
there is not much use one can
get out of these books other
than to sell them back for some
quick cash. If you happen to
miss the bookstore’s textbook
buyback week, there are several resources both on and off
campus to help you not only
make some extra space, but
make extra cash, as well.
If you decide to purchase
your books from the Parkland Bookstore, there are a
few things to make note of.
First off, new and used books
can and will only be sold back
to the Bookstore during finals
week of each semester. Be
sure to bring your student ID
or driver’s license with you, as
it is required for proper buyback. However, if you happen
to miss the buyback week, the
bookstore does have an agreement with a wholesaler, which
allows you to sell back your
books online at any time.
“(The wholesalers) are also
here to purchase books that
Parkland is not in need of during posted buyback hours. The
Bookstore pays up to 50% of
the original new retail price
for books in re-saleable condition where needed quantity has
not been met,” according to the
store’s website. “The Wholesaler pays National Market
Value for all other books when
available. There are many factors involved in the buyback

decision; therefore, many
books cannot be bought.”
Unfortunately, since the
Bookstore can’t buy back all
books, you may have to turn
to other resources, one of the
biggest being the internet. You
can find various sites willing to
give you cash in exchange for
your books. Be sure to read all
of the information given about
selling, there are sites that
have specific terms and condition requirements listed that
could turn out badly for you if
have not read. www.Amazon.
com and www.eBay.com are a
few of the best known sites.
Amazon.com is a very reliable source to both buy and sell
textbooks. Selling your books
online at Amazon is very easy
and requires only a handful of
clicks. On the homepage, simply click Sell on Amazon.com.
From there, you are prompted
to set up either a professional
or individual seller account.
For selling textbooks, an individual seller account would be
appropriate unless you plan to
start selling other items in the
future, but take not as setting
up a seller’s account for any
website will have a seller’s fee
accompanying them. Simply
enter the book title and author,
describe the book’s condition
and set a price. Generally, the
lower the price, the quicker
your item will sell.
If Amazon just is not for you,
there is always eBay. From the
home page, you can scroll over
Sell in the top right area for a
list of actions to do. eBay also
provides you with a list of helpful tips and tools on how to get
started. Neither of those sites
tickle your fancy? Well three
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Students who are unable to sell books back to the college bookstore can turn to online markets such as eBay or Amazon. Selling
books online is easy, requiring only a handful of clicks.
more sites you can always try
are Craigslist.com, ecampus.
com, and cash4books.net.
Sometimes though, people don’t have internet access
available to them or don’t
use services such as Paypal,
which is often required to set
up an online seller’s account
in which to transfer the customer’s money to you. What
can be done in situations such

as these? You can always ask
your friends or other classmates if they will be taking
that class or know anyone that
is or would be in the future and
would like to buy your book off
of you.
Also, there is a buy sell board,
located in the Office of Student
Life, where you can post that
you are looking to buy or sell
your book(s). Get in touch with

a worker from Student Life
and they will be able to help
you put up a small ad. Also, if
you are considering donating
your textbooks to libraries, be
sure to check with their donation guidelines as some libraries may not be accepting textbooks at that time.
It is refreshing to know that
textbooks, one of the biggest
expenses of a college student,

no longer need to be a waste
of money. There are multiple
resources to sell the old books,
even if it is an old edition that
isn’t being used. Textbooks no
longer need to be the bane of
college students everywhere;
they can now be the informational resource that they
should be, while living full,
well read lives -- and helping
out students along the way.

The case for comic books
Mindy Lucas
McClatchy Newspapers
It’s Monday morning in a
classroom at the university of
South Carolina. A small group
of students is talking about the
latest movie to open over the
weekend.
“I just can’t help but be critical if it doesn’t stay true to the
story,” says a student from two
rows back.
“Whether something stays
true to the book or not doesn’t
bother me,” chimes in another
before the professor calls the
class to order.
It’s a routine exchange
played out probably a hundred
times a week in English classes
across the land. But this isn’t
“Great Books of the Western
World” and the movie the students are discussing isn’t the
latest bestseller-turned-moviehouse sleeper.
This is Comic Book Class,
or as it’s officially called on
the syllabus, “Comic Books,
Race and History.” And the
film the students are discussing? “X-Men: First Class” - one
of six movies based on a comic
book planned to open this summer.
What’s going on in publishing? Are comic books becoming more accepted by mainstream reading audiences?
Qiana Whitted, the professor
for the class, certainly thinks
so.
“I think the popularity of the
movies (based on comics) has
had lot to do with it. It’s a way
to take in the characters we’ve
all grown up with, characters
that tell classic morality tales.
And they’re using big-name
stars to do it, so because of
that, it’s exploded.”
But don’t let the subject matter fool you. While the topic of
superheroes like the X-Men
(Whitted is an admitted fan)
does come up on occasion,
you won’t find a single issue of
“Batman,” “X-Men” or “The
Avengers” on the class’ syllabus.
What you will find are handsomely bound volumes like
“Aya” by Marguerite Abouet
and Clement Oubrerie set in

the 1970s Ivory Coast of West
Africa or “Bayou” by Jeremy
Love, about life in early 1930s
Mississippi.
Students in Whitted’s class
pore over and deconstruct
the books in as serious an academic manner as one would
analyze Dostoevsky’s “Crime
and Punishment” or Joyce’s
“Ulysses” (both of which, by
the way, have been turned into
graphic novels).
“We talk about the visual
language, the iconography.
You have to do a lot of mental
work to piece together what
is going on between the written and the visual,” says Whitted, who began teaching the
class as a Maymester course in
2005. Since then, it has grown
and evolved; she has taught
some iteration of the class whether it’s been “Comics and
American Culture” or “Comics
and American Censorship” - at
least once a year.
“There are a lot of people
who still think it is limited to
the superhero genre ...but the
case that I make in the class is
you can use comics to tell any
story.”
Chris Foss, owner of Heroes
& Dragons in Columbia, says
he can remember when there
were all of five graphic novels - as comic books’ lengthier
counterparts are often called
-in the early ‘80s.
“But of course, now they’ve
taken off. ...We treat graphic
novels as books.” In fact, Foss
plans to revamp his store’s
layout, which includes thousands of used and out-of-print
books in addition to comics, to
include graphic novels on the
same shelves as traditional
books. “And graphic novels
have allowed (comic books)
to cross over. The old-school
comic book shop has adapted
to the graphic novel.”
And while he says sales
numbers aren’t exactly “blowing the roof off anything,” he
has seen an increased interest in both comics and graphic
novels in just the past decade a period known in the industry
as the “Modern Age” of comic
books.
In fact, until recently, most

industry experts considered
the billion-dollar industry to
be recession-proof. Industry
giants like Marvel had been
watching revenues for their
print business grow into the
double digits until about 2008
when the economy began to
slow.
“But it really started in
‘89 with that first ‘Batman’
movie,” says Foss. “‘Batman’
was the first movie that really
created a big sensation and the
first movie that people realized
they could make money off
these things and the merchandise, of course.”
And while Hollywood has
learned how to cash in on the
superhero-taking-on-the-villain plotline, both Whitted and
Foss say there is more to comics than guys running around
in tights throwing death rays.
“You have a lot of libraries
and secondary-school teachers
who are finding they can use
comics and graphic novels to
attract young readers to a subject,” says Whitted.
On the school level, for
example, graphic novels have
been used to portray everything from great moments in
American history to the science behind diseases.
Kim Finney, a seventh-grade
English language arts teacher,
says they can help jump start
a conversation about other
forms of reading.
“Sometimes a novel will
have a graphic novel spinoff
so if I see they’re reading the
graphic novel I’ll say, ‘Did you
know there is a book that goes
with that?’“
And while she’s OK with her
students reading them in the
classroom, she doesn’t think
they have replaced traditional
novels by any stretch of the
imagination.
“I don’t have a problem with
them reading graphic novels
in my classroom but I don’t
want all of their reading to be
graphic novels,” says Finney,
who does admit that the books
can help to create “a like” of
reading. “Especially for those
students who don’t like reading in the first place. It helps
to trick them into reading

Kim Kim Foster-Tobin/The State/MCT

Jay Potts, creator, World of Hurt online comic (worldofhurtonline.com) says the format of the
comic book has helped him to overcome “creator’s block” and is helping other artists break out
of traditional molds.
because they think they’re getting away with something by
reading a comic book.”
Local comic artist Jay Potts
says the format has helped him
to overcome “creator’s block”
and is helping other artists
break out of traditional molds.
“There are a lot of artists
out there that are really escaping the superhero genre and
doing all sorts of great work,”
he says. “There is more great
work being produced now than
in the last 20 years.”
Potts’ own Internet strip
“World of Hurt” (www.
worldofhurt.com)
was
inspired by the “blaxploitation” films of the 1970s (think
“Shaft,” “Trouble Man” and
“Superfly”). After first setting
out to do something “fun but
serious,” he wound up with a
decidedly more “straightforward” plotline - a detective
story featuring a black protagonist, something that’s always
been a bit elusive in the comic
book world.
Potts, who was a recent
guest speaker in Whitted’s
class, says this wasn’t typically how the subject was handled. “There are people out
there that do black exploitation themes but their approach
is usually more humorous ...

there is respect to it, but it’s
more humorous,” he says. “So
I thought not that many people
had approached it this way, in
a current way.”
And while the majority of
Potts’ work has been mainly
for an online audience with
one strip released each week,
“World of Hurt: The ThrillSeekers” will be released in
graphic novel form later this
month.
“People have really enjoyed
the longer storylines and
seemed to be hungry for that
format. I think it takes people by surprise when I say it’s
the Internet’s No. 1 blaxsploitation web comic but that’s
done mainly to be bombastic,
to bring people in. Hopefully
they will see that it’s compelling, it is serious and there is a

narrative they can follow.”
Back in professor Whitted’s class, students are commenting on the bustling town
of Yopougon, portrayed in the
pre-Civil War, often nostalgic world of “Aya.” The city is
more energetic and cosmopolitan than what the students had
imagined.
“It’s not what I thought it
would be like,” explains Carolyn Bolton, a dance theater
major. Bolton took the class
because she thought it would
be a natural fit with her African-American history studies.
“I had this Westernized idea of
what West Africa is like. I was
really surprised.”
(c) 2011, The State (Columbia, S.C.).
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Using social networking to your advantage
Sean Hermann
Editor-in-Chief
We all know that social networking sites are
great for what their titles imply, socializing and
networking. But is it possible to use them to
gain an advantage professionally? Of course!
There are many different ways to make use of
these great tools and put you ahead of the competition.

twitter as certain companies often post job openings. Johnson shares with a word of warning,
saying, “everything you post becomes
public and there are many
infamous anecdotes about
a
candidate getting
a

Connecting with everyone in your contact list
can also be a good idea, but err on the side of
caution. While “adding” the marketing
rep you’ve been in touch with may
seem to initiate
a
connection,
it
might

Start networking early – More than
80 percent of people searching for a
job say that networking helped with
their search. “Your career network
should be in place for when you
need it, both for job searching and
for moving along the career ladder,” says Alison Doyle, a job search
and employment expert. “Since you
never know when you might need
it, it makes sense to have an active
career network, even if you don’t
need it today.” People in your network
can provide helpful information, advice,
leads and much more. Staying in touch with
the people in your network can also provide
benefits, as people who remember you will be
more willing to help.
Update responsibly – Students hear the warnings, but rarely listen. Do away with the party
photos and don’t post something you wouldn’t
want a potential employer seeing. Also update
to your advantage. “Instead of writing, ‘I’m in
line for coffee,’ you can write, ‘looking for an
accounting position.’ If I see that, I may send
you a lead,” says Good Morning America’s Tory
Johnson. However, be aware of over sharing.
Update with similar statuses less frequently or
else employers may think you’re desperate.
Add and follow responsibly - Johnson also
recommends following a potential employer on

job offer, then posting a comment online saying, ‘Yeah I got
the offer, but the commute really
stinks,’ or ‘I got the job but the money’s
pathetic.’ Assume it’ll get back to the prospective employer and the offer will be rescinded
before you even start.”

Finding free software for your PC

Graphic by
Burke Stanion
Prospectus News
actually end up being a useful
connection if you follow up with your
request and gain something from it. Be sure to
follow up with the person afterwards to truly
make the connection beneficial for you.

Share your profile – Make yourself visible
to potential employers. “In addition to reviewing resumes posted to their company web sites
and to job sites like Monster or CareerBuilder,
employers are actively sourcing passive candidates,” says Doyle. “They are mining the Internet to find the best people to hire, regardless of
whether the candidate has expressed interest in their company, or not.”
How do you increase your chances
of being found? Make your professional information, such as resume,
special skills, education and more,
easy to access. Also be sure to keep
your information as up to date as
possible to increase your visibility
to employers.
Applicants that provide links to
their Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn accounts with job inquiries provide the real information employers
would like to see for them. This will also
show that you take yourself seriously. If
you are hesitant about sharing your profile, you may want to re-think the way
you use your account.
One thing to look out for, however, is
over sharing information. Never include
bank account numbers, social security
numbers, date of birth and other private
information as most of that information is
not needed until you are actually hired.
There are many things to think about when
social networking, but luckily, there is help
available. Be smart, and get creative. Try something new, or play by the rules. Either way, use
common sense and think from an employer’s
point of view when connecting. After all, it
could lead to landing a great job.

How to end your
summer productively
Kelley Heaney
Staff Writer

Graphic by Burke Stanion/Prospectus News
Buster Bytes
Tech Columnist
Most college students are
broke, largely due to the rising
cost of tuition, books, and room
and board. If you are like many
others out there, it’s likely that
you’d rather spend what little
money you do have on food,
clothing and other necessities.
But on top of books and tuition,
some of your classes will probably require certain software
applications in order to pass.
Sure, you could hit dad up for
the Microsoft Office suite and
the latest version of Photoshop, but wouldn’t he be happier -- and have more money to
send your way -- if you didn’t?
While you can’t get Microsoft Office or Photoshop for
free, the good news is that for
many great software applications, there are free alternatives. Open source software,
freeware, and shareware
applications are plentiful on
the internet, and in most cases
these programs can work just
as well. Below, you’ll find a
few helpful tips and tricks on
finding free software for your
computer.
The trouble with finding
software on the internet is that
it can be difficult to determine
which sites and programs are
not only legitimate, but safe to
run on your computer, too. Fortunately, there are a few websites that compile these sorts
of programs, even going so far
as to scan them for spyware
and provide reviews. Three
such sites are www.freewarefiles.com,
www.download.com (CNET), and www.
sourceforge.com.
Commonly, these sites are

easy to navigate, provide
reviews and user ratings of
each program, and also feature links to similar programs.
The most helpful of these sites
is
www.download.cnet.com,
which provides reviews, ratings, comparisons, and specifications for everything from
desktop video cards and laptops, to the latest 4G phone, -and of course, a special section
dedicated to computer software. -When setting up a new computer, one of the first programs to look for is a good
web browser. While Internet Explorer (IE) may work
for you, generally, it is less
secure against viruses and
identity theft than a few other
free browsers. IE is also more
strictly regulated by Microsoft, which allows for less customizing, making it less convenient to do various online tasks.
Although there are reports of
improvements in the IE latest release, you may prefer to
use Mozilla Firefox, which features add-ons and customizations that do everything from
blocking ads on facebook, to
modifying the appearance of
the browser window itself.
Firefox can be found at www.
mozilla.com or on www.download.com.
Google Chrome is another
excellent browser. It is easy
to use, and very fast. Chrome
can also be customized and has
add-ons available. You can find
and download Chrome at www.
google.com/chrome.
After downloading a new
browser, the next step is to
download some anti-virus and
anti-spyware software. You
can find a number of them on

CNET. For day-to-day use,
AVG is an excellent choice, and
can be found at www.free.avg.
com/us-en/download/, or on
CNET. This is one of the most
widely used free anti-virus
applications, which means that
a great many people are running this software daily. With
more people running it, there
is a greater chance that new
viruses will be detected and
dealt with before they reach
your computer. Another good
program available is Avast,
which you can find at www.
avast.com/free-antivirusdownload or also on CNET.
A very powerful tool called
Malwarebytes can be found
at
www.malwarebytes.org/
mbam-download.php. Whichever you choose, make sure
you pick the free version during the installation process.
College classes frequently
require a word processing,
spreadsheet, or slide show program. OpenOffice is a very
powerful suite of programs
which can handle anything
that Word, Excel, and number
of other programs do. Some
may even prefer it over Microsoft Office, because of its ability to handle a greater variety
of document types. Get it for
free at www.openoffice.org.
For a simple word processing
application, you also might try
AbiWord, which can be found
at www.abisource.com.
Art students sometimes
need a photo-manipulation
program such as Photoshop.
Two free programs that you
might find useful for these
types of applications are Photo
Pos Pro, and GIMP. Photo Pos
See FREE on P. 7

Summer is a time when students let loose and have fun,
but as the time to prepare to
enter the job market nears,
it could also be the best time
to increase productivity. Preparing yourself for the future
both career wise and academically can help you in many
ways. In an economy where
every advantage can make a
difference, summer is definitely a good time to do what
there may not be time to do
later.
Since the competition for
employment is fierce, students
can do certain things now to
make their resume shine a bit
brighter when presented to a
potential employer. One thing
might be to stop by the Career
Center, located in A175. “The
primary mission of the Career
Center is to provide Parkland
students and district residents
with tools and resources to
assist them through all phases
of their career development,”
according to the Center’s website. “Additionally, our goal is
to develop positive relationships with employers, and to
provide strong institutional
leadership and assistance in
all aspects of career guidance and workforce issues.”
Students can access the various resources provided by the
Career Center, either by making an appointment, or simply
walking in.
Another productive great
way of preparing yourself for
employment could be to set up
an informative interview with
someone who works in the
career of choice. “Talk to a person in the business for twenty
or thirty minutes about their
career,” said Sandy Spencer,
Career Center Director. “Ask
about the major (you might
need), which classes to take,
get advice.” Speaking with
someone who works in the field
professionally is a great way to
find out about a lot of important
information that will help you
along the way. An extension of
an interview with someone in
your desired field could be to
shadow a job. This could last
from a few hours to a day or
even more. The professional
could also advise on beneficial
classes and might also be able
to point out some of the obsta-

Photo by Chanelle Stokes/Prospectus News

Volunteering at shops such as Ten Thousand Villages (shown
above) can help you learn a new skill and provide for a productive
time away from school.
cles that are encountered by
students. “Be prepared to ask
questions and take notes,” said
Spencer. “These could be valuable in the future since frequently people with an insight
into the organization have an
advantage in the job hunting
process.” Every advantage is
important in such a slow job
market. Since the summer
provides time to concentrate,
now is a good time to create
a really nice resume that will
stand out.
Parkland student Kristy
Shumate has focused on attaining career related certificates
and is spending her summer
working on another one. “By
getting specialized certificates
in computer office programs,
such as Access and Excel, I set
myself apart from other applicants,” she said. These are just
a few of the things you can do
while at Parkland.
Career options can also be
explored by volunteering to
help boost your employability
factor. Volunteering also provides an opportunity to learn
new skills or perfect existing
ones. Keep in mind the skills
that employers are looking for
when they are hiring -- written and verbal communication
skills, technology, problem
solving skills, and teamwork
abilities are often at the top
of the list. Many experts recommend making the volunteer work in the career related
field for the best advantages.
Contacts and references can
also provide great benefits for
volunteers.
While some students are
focused on careers, others

are more interested in academic opportunities. They see
now as a good time to apply
for scholarships. Monica Matthews of collegeparenting.
com said in her article Scholarship Searching Time is Now,
“There are scholarships that
are due in the fall that you
can apply for right now. These
scholarships have less applicants, because so many students think that they have until
spring to start applying.” Matthews also points out that once
school starts, students will be
busy with academics and won’t
have as much time to research
and apply. Making deadlines,
and completing them early can
be a great habit to get into -you never know when odd circumstances may pop up, but if
they do, you’ll have plenty of
time to correct the situation.
Younger students will need
to start thinking about college
entrance exams. ACT testing
is done at high schools now,
but some four year institutions
still prefer the SAT to be taken
as well. Now would be a good
time to study for it or other
tests such as the GRE.
Academic productivity can
also be enhanced with travel.
A road trip could even include
a college visit, allowing you
to see the campus without as
much congestion and chaos.
There will be more time to
talk to people and check out
places to eat and things to do.
If you think the school could be
a good fit, schedule an official
visit and learn more.
Still, it is summer and it is
See END on P. 7

sURVEY
continued from page 1

quality. One student survey
response commented, “Currently the prices seem high
for the quality and amount of
food purchased. This is tough
on students!” Food quality was
a second concern for students
but employees ranked healthy
food as number two.
The groups united on the
topic of dining environment
and what would influence a
decision to eat at the school.
From the choices of attractive
environment, Wi-Fi availability, variety of seating types,
access to TVs and access to
outdoor dining, students and
faculty both listed an attractive environment as the number one thing to sway their
choice. Student’s responses
read, “I would love to see a
place where I can gather with

SHOTS
continued from page 4

who had not been vaccinated
for measles visited Tucson in
2008 and became symptomatic, she went to a local hospital for medical attention. This
initiated a chain of events that
over the next three months led
to at least 14 people, including
seven kids, getting measles.
Seven of the victims caught
the disease while visiting
health care facilities. Four people had to be hospitalized. The
outbreak cost two local hospitals a total of nearly $800,000,
and the state and local health
departments tens of thousands
more, to track down the cases,
quarantine and treat the sick
and notify the thousands of
people who might have been
exposed.
Fueling that outbreak? None
of the victims had been vaccinated or had “unknown vaccination status,” and remarkably,
25 percent of the workers in
the health care facilities where
the patients were treated had
no immunity to measles (either
they had not been vaccinated
or the antibodies from an earlier vaccination could no longer be detected). One health
care worker got the disease
and gave it to two other people.
That’s just one example of
the growing threat to public
health caused by people worried that vaccines will cause
autism and other harms,
despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary. In many
places, particularly in affluent,
liberal, educated communities (San Diego, Marin County,
Boulder, Colo.), unvaccinated
people are catching diseases

																

my classmates and/or friends
in order to eat together in a
common area,” and, “Make
eating options and the dining experience as green and
pleasant as possible. Including: composting, recyclable
silverware & dishes, natural
lighting, no TVs!”
The new dining area will be
part of the Student Services
Center, a 96,000 square foot
space that will begin construction in December of this year
with an estimated completion date for the fall of 2013. It
will also contain new student
lounge areas. These needs
were determined by assessments conducted earlier in the
construction process, where
a 111 percent shortfall in student lounge and service areas,
as well as a 19 percent insufficiency in food amenities areas
was revealed.
Although plans for the ser-

vices center are still in the
early stages, Jim Bustard,
Physical Plant Director at
Parkland, said, “It will be
larger with more space, and
will have a large, broad spectrum to accommodate many
students with various hours.
We are not sure what it will
look like . . . but we think we
would like multiple spaces for
various foods. The new designs
will be very much influenced
by the results of the survey.”
Student responses put the need
for improvements in a different way. “Currently it’s really
a hassle to get around in the
food service area because it’s
so tight. I avoid it sometimes
because of that.” The congested food area has been run
for the past decade by Chartwell’s School Dining Services.
Jennifer Hall has been the
Parkland manager for the facility for the past three years and

has made changes to the food
offerings. “Our goal is to try to
accommodate as best as possible and compete with national
brands. We plan to offer more
‘hot entrée’ type things on a
rotating basis, to help break
the monotony, and incorporate
other cuisines and cultures,”
she said. Hall also expressed
that she was always open to
suggestions and that she would
love to hear from people. She
said she was looking for recipes, or new ideas for things to
try in the food area. Readers
can email her at jshall@parkland.edu.
The center is part of the
ongoing construction at Parkland and will be located near
the current A wing. Stay
updated on the construction
by visiting www.parkland.edu.

that vaccines can prevent, like
measles, whooping cough and
meningitis.
In 2010, as California suffered its worst whooping
cough outbreak in more than
60 years (more than 9,000
cases, 10 infant deaths), Marin
County had one of the lowest
rates of vaccination statewide
and the second-highest rate of
whopping cough. A 2008 study
in Michigan found that areas
with “exemption clusters” of
parents who didn’t vaccinate
their kids were three times
more likely to have outbreaks
of whooping cough than areas
where
vaccination
rates
matched the state average.
And this is a risk to far more
people than just those who
have opted out of vaccination.
People are getting sick who
have been vaccinated but the
vaccine either doesn’t work
or has weakened. Infants too
young to be vaccinated are
getting sick, and some of them
are dying horrible deaths from
whooping cough after exposure in communities where
“herd immunity” has fallen too
low to keep the spread of the
disease in check.
Unvaccinated people who
get sick and visit doctor’s
offices or hospitals increase
the danger for anyone else
who uses those facilities. Outbreaks are costing the health
care system millions of dollars,
and local and state government (that’s taxpayer money,
yours and mine) millions more
as they try to chase down each
outbreak and bring it under
control to protect the public’s
health. Your health, and mine.
No one doubts the honest
passion of those who fear vac-

cines. And for some people,
no amount of communication
or dialogue or reasoning will
stop them from worrying. But
risk perception is ultimately
subjective, a combination of
the facts and how those facts
feel, and sometimes our fears
don’t match the evidence. The
dangers that sometimes arise
because of the way we perceive risk must be managed
too. But we must act in the face
of this threat to public health.
There are many potential
solutions, each fraught with
pros and cons and details that
require careful thought and
open democratic discussion.
-Perhaps it should be harder
to opt out of vaccination. (Twenty-one
states allow parents
to decline vaccination
of their children simply for “philosophical” reasons; 48 allow
a religious exemption,
but few demand documentation from parents to support claims
that their faith precludes vaccination.)
-Perhaps
there
should be higher
health care and insurance costs for unvaccinated people, or
“healthy
behavior”
discounts for people who do get vaccinated, paid for from
what society saves by
avoiding the spread of
disease.
-There could be
restrictions on the
community and social
activities in which
unvaccinated people
can participate, like

lengthy school trips for kids,
etc.
This is not about creating
more government to intrude
further into our lives. This is
about calling on government
to do what it’s there for in the
first place: to protect us from
the actions of others when as
individuals we can’t protect
ourselves. It is appropriate,
and urgent, that we act to protect public health from those
whose choices about vaccines
are putting the rest of us at
risk: We make them stop.
--(c) 2011, Los Angeles Times.
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Pro is a relative newcomer to
the scene, but is nonetheless
fully capable. You can find it at
www.photopos.com. GIMP has
been around for a long time,
originally developed for the
Linux operating system and
has since been adapted for use
on Windows. It is a very powerful image and photo editor.
Get it direct from the developers at www.gimp.org, or download it from CNET.
Some people still prefer
the brand name programs.
The good news is that some
of the developers offer students a discounted rate. Microsoft offers reduced rates for
Microsoft Office and even sells
the Windows 7 operating system for thirty dollars to students. Always get deals like
these direct from the original

END

continued from page 6
important to schedule in some
time to relax. It is very important to approach college life
with plenty of balance. Ways to
have fun with friends and family can include a visit to a local
museum. Visits can facilitate
understanding of history, art,
and other cultures; or bring to
light something unusual. This
is a learning experience that
probably won’t be included
on the resume, but might certainly help in the classroom.
Another productive thing
that won’t be too stressful
would be to join a club. Clubs

developers if possible. Many
third party sites, for example
journeyed, gradware, and academic superstore, have been
given poor customer reviews
for shady business practices
and poor customer service.
There are a great many free
programs out there, so don’t
be afraid to search out your
own. To ensure a new program
is safe to run on your computer, it’s a good idea to search
Google for reviews of the product before installing. Another
point to keep in mind is that a
lot of these programs offer to
install browser toolbars and
change your default search
engine. You might find your
browser a little less cluttered
if you deselect these options
during installation. Nearly all
of these programs come with
built in help features, so you
should be enjoying your free
software in no time!

TRANSFER U

can help a student learn skills
such as organizing, communication, and leadership, while
focusing on a specific subject
matter. Students might also
look into joining a business
organization during the summer in order to make contacts
that could be used later in their
careers.
Summer can contain both
productivity and fun. In the
end, the hard work will show
up in the resume and employers will see that they will have
a dedicated, hard working person to hire. Managing your
time well during the summer
can put you one step ahead of
the others.
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TRANSFER UP TO 84 CREDIT HOURS
• 3+1 Program:
Complete your first
3 years at Parkland
College, then finish
your 4th year online
at Franklin University.
• Affordable:
Save money by
paying the lower
Parkland College
tuition rate for up
to 3 years.
• Accelerated:
Take only 1 year of
online classes at
Franklin to finish
your bachelor’s.

CONTACT YOUR
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Classifieds
Your ad here
Place your classified here for only $5 per week. Ads must
be less than three lines or 30 words. Contact our ad department today! 217-351-2206 or prospectusads@parkland.edu
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By Jacqueline E. Mathews

Champaign County
Humane Society
Featured Pet of the Week

1
5
8
9
12
13
14
15
16
18
19
20
21
23
24
25
26
28
29
30
32
35

ACROSS
“The __ and the Beautiful”
Ted Danson’s role on “Cheers”
__ vera; skin lotion ingredient
Chuckles or Bozo
“You must remember this, __ is
still a kiss, a sigh is just...”
Long-running adventure series
about a collie
Actress __ Campbell
Stage and screen actor Mostel
“__ Bloopers & Practical Jokes”
Jackie Onassis’ hubby
Seeger or Sampras
Actress __ Perlman
“Cat on __ Tin Roof”
Make a second attempt
Bartók or Lugosi
Actress Remini of “The King of
Queens”
“Car 54, __ Are You?”
Eric __ of Monty Python
Sharpen
Peruse
Mrs. in Mexico
Twelve-month periods: abbr.
Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle

36
37
38
40
41
42
43
44
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
10
11
12
13
15
17
19
20
22
23
25
26
27
30
31
33
34

Chato - is two year old neutered male, he is a loving, calm cat who would prefer to be the
only pet - king of his castle! He came to Humane Society because his people said they did
not have enough time for a pet.      

(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

36
37
39
40

__ appropriate; consider proper
“__ Trek”
“Deal or __”
Classic Alan Ladd western movie
about a gunfighter
Finished
Group of cattle
“I __”; Bill Cosby/Robert Culp
series
Not at all difficult
DOWN
Simon __; star of “The Mentalist”
Role on “Law & Order: SVU”
“Win, __ or Draw”
__ Moines, Iowa
“Let’s __ Jessica to Death”;
mystery horror film
“The Sun __ Rises”; film for
Tyrone Power and Ava Gardner
Jan., Feb., Mar., etc.
“Dancing __”
“Tomorrow __ Dies”; 007 movie
__ Ortiz of “Ugly Betty”
“__ It Be”; song for The Beatles
Catherine __-Jones
“You Don’t __”; old game show
Warsaw resident
“The __ McCoys”
“I’m a Celebrity...Get Me Out of
__!”
Foxx of “Sanford and Son”
Actor __ Neeson
For what reason?
Singer Lena __
All prepared
Item at a sushi bar
Quaid or Travis
“__ You Smarter Than a 5th
Grader?”
“Star Trek: __ Space Nine”
Former stadium for the Mets
Letters after a dentist’s name
“Murder, __ Wrote”
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Cobras basketball player profiles

JaMel Johnson

class: Freshman
Ht: 6’4’’		
Wt: 240		
hometown: charleston, Il
Position:
Forward/Center
high
school:
charleston
Incoming
Class:
Sophomore
Jamel is a football player turned basketball player. This

# 20

shaqUIlle lowery

Ht: 6’2		
Wt: 185		
class: Freshman
hometown: east Moline, Il
Position: Forward/Guard
high school: United Township
Incoming Class: Sophomore

shaquille, a.k.a. shaq, is a heady point guard who has the

# 42
14 Charles
20
Tiger
Shaquille
O’Neil
Glass
Lowery
III

class: rs-Freshman
Ht: 5’11		
Wt: 165		
hometown: Urbana, Il
Position:
Guard			
high
school:
Urbana
Incoming
Class:
Sophomore
charles glass is from Urbana high school and has the ability

# 50

# 20
14 Charles
Shaquille
Glass
Lowery
III

charles Glass III

# 50
14 Charles
20
42
Tiger
Shaquille
JamelO’Neil
Johnson
Glass
Lowery
III

# 14 Charles Glass III

# 14

# 42

TIGer oneIl

class: Freshman
Ht: 6’1’’		
Wt: 170		
hometown: champaign, Il
Position:
Guard
high school:
champaign centennial
Incoming
Class:
Sophomore
Tiger is probably the fastest guy on the team, and has

plays
his physical ability
in the paint.
NBAinto
Comparison:
Kevin
Lovehe knows how to
use his body and can knock down the open jumper. he is
most
effective
moving bodies in the paint and rebounding
Awards:
All-Region
the ball with two hands. he is athletic and can finish with
both
hands around the
rim.
Representing:
Charleston,
Il

ability to
take over the game.
he understands
how to lead his
NBA
Comparison:
Richard
Jefferson

After only 1 year Lowery has made a
splash in conference play. After starting
the better part of the season Lowery ended
with 12points and 5 assists. Lowery is an
overall solid guard who sees the floor well
and makes good decisions. Though Lowery
is undersized he can also play off the ball,
allowing him to stay on the court.

Johnson was once a sought after football
recruit, but chose to pursue a basketball
career with Parkland College last year
instead. After putting up 11points and 7
rebounds Johnson decided to return for a
second season at Parkland. Johnson has
become a major contributor on offense, but his
true contributions come on the backboards. If
Johnson can repeat his efforts on the glass he
will find a lot of floor time this season.

The Champaign area native has already
become a local champion winning the
2009 state championship with powerhouse
Centennial High School. O’Neil brought major
energy off of the bench last season and is
a versatile scorer for the Cobra’s. O’Neil
looks to cement his part in the lineup after
departure of All-American DJ Hoskins, and
given the offense opportunities that will open
up it looks likely that he will succeed.

Glass is the only player who has been with
the program for a maximum 3 years, which
gives him a great grasp for the system. Glass
is another player who will see an increased
role after the departure of key guards from
last year. He is not an imposing size at the
2 guard position, but when taking rhythm
shots Glass can fill it up in a hurry. He has
the ability to come off the bench and give the
Cobra’s a huge lift offensively even when he
is ice cold.

Name: Malik Logan		

Name: Dalten Temples		

Name: Mark Gilchrese		

Name: Anthony Woods		

Ht: 6’5’’		

Ht: 6’3’’		

Ht: 5’10’’

Ht: 6’4’’		

toNBA
put points
on the board inJameer
a hurry. his
3-point ability can
Comparison:
Nelson
extend well beyond the arc, which will allow us to stretch the
defense.
he has
to his game which allows
Awards:
2nda unique
Teamspeed
All-Conference
him to get by defenders and make plays around the rim.

Representing: East Moline, IL

Wt: 215		

Wt: 180		

team. he can make open shots, and he can get to the basket
and finish plays. hisChampaign,
quickness allows him
Representing:
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guarding the ball and he is tough to guard in transition.
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NBA
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Incoming Class: Freshman
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NBA Comparison: John Salmons

NBA Comparison: Anthony Carter

NBA Comparison: Shawn Marion

Representing: Chicago, IL

Representing: Paris, IL

Representing: Springfield, IL

Representing: Normal, IL

Logan has the opportunity to make a big
splash given the vacancy in the middle due
to the departure of Brandon Hayes, Dean
Neville, and Carlton Gray. In addition to the
big shoes he is expected to fill, he faces the
challenge of doing it in reduced minutes
due to the emergence of Jamel Johnson last
season. If anyone can step in and instantly
plug in a hole, however, it’s the always
explosive Logan. Rather blocking a shot
or finishing with contact Logan is always
making something good happen around the
rim.

Athletic, strong wing who can also shoot it
from deep. As offensively versatile as any
Cobra this year, expect Temples to get his
share of opportunities to score the ball. If
Temples continues to make good decisions
putting the ball on the ground he may see an
increased role handling the ball as well. His
effort is what has the potential to set him apart

Gilchrese has the opportunity to learn the
offense from star guard Shaquille Lowery,
which should make his transition into a
key role a lot smoother. He will look to
be the primary backup, after the point
guard position surprisingly opened up this
offseason. Last year Parkland was headed
by stellar point guard play from the threeheaded monster of Lowery, James Fleming
and Marvin Gwyn. This year Gilchrese looks
to become the second wave of the fast-past
Cobra offense, but more importantly a key
part of the team defense. Coach Mast looks
for Gilchrese to be a “pest on defense” using
his quickness and strength.

Woods gives the Cobras the size on the
perimeter that they have lacked for years.
If he can adjust comfortably to the offense,
Woods has the opportunity to take the
opposition off guard with his ability to score
inside and out. More importantly Woods is
a proven defender who can guard multiple
positions which will helps the team utilize
multiple looks defensively to throw off the
opposition.

Neurological study set up to find effects of fighting on the brain
Lance Pugmire
Los Angeles Times
A prestigious neurology
clinic has launched an unprecedented brain study of professional fighters with the
goal of advancing research to
improve various treatments
for brain damage.
“We know what permanent
brain damage looks like in its
final stages, but we know so
little about what causes it and
what happens during cumulative trauma,” said Maureen
Peckman of the Cleveland
Clinic. Peckman is coordinating the new study between the
clinic’s Lou Ruvo Center for
Brain Health in Las Vegas and
officials with the Nevada State
Athletic Commission.
The study hopes to get 500
boxers and mixed martial arts
fighters to volunteer for the
research project. It is being
funded by a grant in excess
of $400,000 by billionaire Kirk
Kerkorian’s Lincy Foundation.

Participants will undergo
four annual MRI brain scans,
along with physical, cognitive and speech tests to monitor how brain activity can
be altered by suffering head
trauma in the ring.
Boxing
promoters
Bob
Arum and Richard Schaefer
and Ultimate Fighting Championship Chairman Lorenzo Fertitta have agreed to encourage
their stable of fighters to participate in the study.
“A fighter’s health is very
important. Who wants to be
involved in something that
endangers a human life?” said
Schaefer, Golden Boy Promotions chief executive. “If they
can come up with a way to tell
what the implications of boxing are, it’s of interest for all
of us to know.”
Long boxing careers have
unquestionably
diminished
the health of many fighters,
including Muhammad Ali, who
has Parkinson’s disease, and
the sport’s premier trainer,

Freddie Roach.
“The hypothesis is that we
will find changes - be it in a
brain scan, blood flow, brain
fiber sheathing or the size of
the brain - that will allow us
to establish objective markers for ongoing damage (and)
to inform the fighter where he
stands,” said Dr. Charles Bernick, the neurologist leading
the study.
Roach, who had 53 professional fights, is suffering the
effects of Parkinson’s, including tremors and reduced
mobility. He acknowledges he
should have quit before his last
five bouts.
He shunned the advice
to retire from his legendary trainer, Eddie Futch, and
fought 47 additional rounds,
losing four of his last five
fights.
“Something from a high
medical authority that can
show a boxer’s deterioration (and) force guys to retire
would be good. That’s the only

way you’re going to get guys
to listen,” said Roach from his
Wild Card Boxing Club in Hollywood.
Roach and his staff train
amateur boxers, aspiring
Olympians, Manny Pacquiao
and junior welterweight Amir
Khan, who fights Zab Judah on
July 23 in a title fight in Las
Vegas.
Boxing regulators say they
need more objective medical expertise to strengthen
restrictions on boxing licenses.
Barring a reported head
injury or ailment, boxers need
to provide Nevada with only
one MRI result over the course
of their career to be licensed.
The Cleveland Clinic’s Peckman called that “archaic.”
Bernick said the study could
broaden so that some fighters
will take MRIs immediately
before and after their bouts.
Earlier this month, the
Cleveland Clinic allowed the
Los Angeles Times to observe
the testing of two of the first
participants in the study, former amateur boxer Michael
Martinez and veteran pro
boxer Laura Serrano.
Martinez, 32, who said he
had 150 amateur bouts, was
appreciative that he could
have an MRI for free rather
than paying up to $3,500 out of
pocket.
Serrano, 43, who has fought
23 times, plans a return to the
ring in August after a layoff
since 2007. In her 1994 pro
debut, Serrano fought legend-

Gina Ferazzi/Los Angeles Times/MCT

Imaging specialist Trish Lake gathers computer images from
MRI brain scans of boxers. The three-year study monitors brain
activity of boxers as they endure the punishment of the sport.
ary boxer Christy Martin to a
draw, then took a world lightweight title in her second bout.
“I remember once in training against a male fighter, he
hit me so hard in the temple I
felt my body shaking from my
head to my toes,” Serrano said.
“Horrible, horrible feeling. I
realized then, ‘Whoops, this is
dangerous. You can die or get
brain damage from this.’“
The researchers will release
the overall findings of the
study, but the medical results
of each participant will remain
confidential.
Researchers anticipate their
brain study findings will be
reviewed by state athletic commissions, and the scientists
are hopeful that annual brain
scans will become a require-

ment to get a fight license.
What remains to be seen, of
course, is how a sport would
cope with a doctor saying a
superstar, capable of generating millions of dollars, can no
longer fight.
“Right now, it’s about, ‘Let’s
get the data; let’s see the
trends’ and empower people
to make better informed decisions weighing the highest
safety standards,” Peckman
said.
“We know fighting is not
good for your health. We’re
now just trying to use the technology available to help protect people from a lifetime of
dementia, depression or some
other chronic residual” effect,
said Bernick.
(c) 2011, Los Angeles Times.
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A word with Forrest
Kline of Hellogoodbye
Josh Grube
Staff Writer
Indie pop outfit Hellogoodbye recently took the stage at the Canopy Club along with bands A
Great Big Pile Of Leaves, Fences, and Fake Problems. After the performance, Prospectus News
was able to catch up with frontman Forrest Kline to talk about their long awaited sophomore album
Would It Kill You?, as well as their current tour, music interests, the future of the band, and their
very own studio and record label.
Prospectus News: How is the tour going?
FK: It’s awesome. We were on the Warped Tour, and we were only scheduled to do a couple of
weeks of that so we’re doing this. It’s a lot of fun. All of the bands are really fun guys to hang out
with.
Prospectus News: The other bands are really good as well! Are you particularly excited for any
upcoming stop of the tour?
FK: Well, I’m psyched for the whole thing! It’s a really good package, like you said. We haven’t
always been so lucky to play with bands that we mesh well with musically. Sometimes we end up
on weird tours that are also cool and definitely with nice guys, but this year everyone’s really talented. They’re really good bands that we could actually listen to.
Prospectus News: Do you have any favorite songs to perform live?
FK: There’s different ones that are fun for different times; Sometimes some are really fun and
then you’ll do the same song another day and it doesn’t go so well. (Laughs) Usually it’s about the
crowd, but “Getting Old” is always pretty fun to play because it just marches along real nice.
Prospectus News: What inspired you to get into music?
FK: I got a guitar for Christmas when I was 12 or 11, but I think I got into it because of Blink182. I liked the Beach Boys and I liked The Beatles and I liked the oldies; I loved that music but it
wasn’t until I heard Blink-182 that I thought “oh, I could do that!”
Prospectus News: Hasn’t Hellogoodbye covered Blink-182 in the past?
FK: Yeah, we’ve covered them before. At Warped Tour in 2006 we did a whole bonus set where
we did all Blink songs. I don’t listen to Blink too much anymore, but as a kid you hear it and you
think “I could do it.” It’s more tangible, you’re like “I could play guitar.” You listen to The Beatles
and you think “nah, I couldn’t do that.” [laughs]
Prospectus News: Was there a specific motivation to steer Hellogoodbye away from the synthpop sound to a folk-rock vibe?

Photos by Ashley Melloncamp/Prospectus News

Hellogoodbye headlined at the Canopy Club Monday July 18 along with opening acts, A Great Big
Pile of Leaves, Fences, and Fake Problems. For more pictures visit www.prospectusnews.com.

FK: No motivation. It never was a decision or anything like “let’s change it because I don’t want
to do that.” It’s just that a lot of time passed between records and I think it just naturally happened.
I think the biggest attribute is that I built a studio (The Phantom Tollbooth) and before I was just
working on a laptop. At the beginning of it I was limited; I really didn’t know how to use it. It was
like “I don’t really know how to not work with just programming beats, so I’m just going to record
some guitar and layer it and start from the ground up,” so it forced me to write songs differently.
Really that’s what it is. I think I just had more means of making music that I wanted to make originally but I just couldn’t make at the time. But it was never like
“let’s change the direction.”
Prospectus News: Now that you have your own recording studio
and released Would It Kill You? on your brand new label, Wasted
Summer Records, are you planning on turning that into a bigger
label or is it just a means of releasing Hellogoodbye material?
FK: I don’t know, see, that’s what it was; it was just to get the
record out. But we’ll see how it develops, it could turn into something else...
- To read the full interview, log on to www.prospectusnews.com

Pitchfork Music Festval 2011

Patrick Wood/Contributing Photographer

88.7 WPCD covers the 2011 Pitchfork Music Festival in Chicago’s Union Park July 1517th. This three day event showcased over 40 independant bands such as Neko Case,
Cold Cave, Fleet Foxes, Twin Shadow, and several others.
For more pictures visit www.prospectusnews.com

